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HoT OFF THE WIRE

The District has secured increased funding
for security, mental health and a new
minimum $15 hourly rate for Miami-Dade

County Public Schools (M-DCPS) employees.

As a result of Florida's new minimum wage
law, the District revised salary schedules and

all hourly employees will begin earning at
least $15 per hour as of October 1, 2022.

The budget also includes funds for additional
School Resource Officers and equipment for
the Miami-Dade Schools Police Department,
as well as counseling and mental health
services.

M-DCPS has been working diligently to
improve access to and quality of its mental
health resources since the Parkland tragedy
in a neighboring Broward school on February
14, 2018. Currently, all M-DCPS employees
enrolled in a school board sponsored Cigna
health care plan have free access to
behavioral healthcare providers at a zero-
cost copay for services provided at non-
hospital-based facilities.

WORKFORCE WIRE
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October is National Breast Cancer
Awareness Month. Breast cancer is the
second most common cancer in women,
with 1in 8 receiving a diagnosis in her
lifetime. All women should know how their
breasts normally look and feel and
whether they are at higher-than-average
risk for breast cancer. Women over the
age of 20 should know how to self-
examine for early detection. Preventative
practices include regular exercise, healthy
eating, weight control, and alcohol and
tobacco abstinence. Talk to a health care
provider about when you need to start
geftfing mammograms or other screening
fests.

“iLead with fairness, foresight, and
consistency to guide my students
from where they are to where they

compassionately allows me to gain

— Gabriela Goitia Vazquez
ELA & ESOL, Alonzo & Tracy Mourning SHS
2022 M-DCPS Rookie Teacher of the Year

World Mental Health Day is October 10. Visit yourmentalhealth.dadeschools.net

for employee mental health resources.

ABOVE & BEYOND

Fatner Blaise is a 3rd grade teacher at Arcola Lake Elementary. He mentors new teachers,
participates in school beautification, and makes every student feel like they are his favorite.
Mr. Blaise is among the first at the school each day, assists with morning supervision,
coordinates their annual Science Fair, and serves the school community as their resident
Haitian-Creole translator and interpreter. Mr. Blaise is Arcola Lake's biggest cheerleader!



http://yourmentalhealth.dadeschools.net/

On Sunday, September 4, 2022, Michelle
Vargas, a Special Education teacher at
Cutler Bay Middle School, tragically passed
away while saving her son from dangerous
rip currents.

Ms. Vargas had been visiting El Salvador
during the Labor Day weekend to
celebrate her birthday and visit family.
While swimming in the ocean, she noticed
her 10-year-old son, who is on the Autism
Spectrum and a strong swimmer, struggling
against the current. Ms. Vargas quick?y
swam towards him to redirect him to family
members swimming closer to shore when
she herself was caught in the rip currents
and went below the surface.

Ms. Vargas's sisters, one of which is also a
teacher at Cutler Bay, traveled to El
Salvador to return her son to the United
States. A service was held on September 26
Zlnd the burial took place the following

ay.

Cutler Bay mourns the loss of a devoted
educator who dedicated nearly 20 years to
public and special education. The District
joins Cutler Bay in its time of profound
grief for Michelle Vargas.
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published a piece by M-DCPS’ own Frank
Zenere, school psychologist and district
coordinator, Student Services Crisis Management
Program; emeritus member of the NASP
National Emergency Assistance Team and a
National Organization for Victim Assistance/
Florida Crisis Response Team responder.

At Uvalde, the 7th school shooting he has been
called to, Mr. Zenere and his team met with over
800 individuals. Read the full news article here.
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It's Magnet Season!
|

Magnet applications open October 1st. In this issue,
we thank Magnet Lead teachers districtwide who
manage recruitment, outreach activities, staff
development, curriculum, and implementation of M-
DCPS' more than 370 Magnet theme-based
programs. We are humbled by the hard work,
dedication and passion you invest in guiding

= parents and broadening our students’ horizons.

MAGNET 2023-24 Magnet Applications Thank you, Magnet Lead Teachers of M-DCPS!
SCHOOLS Start October 1, 2022

roduced by the

Social Media www.dadeschools.net
(@] YInle=S
& @SUPTDOTRES f @MIAMISCHOOLS g?&g[\plljsocTZOEgLs OFFICE OF COMMUNICATIONS

@ESCUELASMDCPS
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS


http://api.dadeschools.net/WMSFiles/268/pages/NASP%2051.1%20p01p16.pdf

